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l No 792 



CAPT RUSSELL WILLSON, UNITED STATES NAVY 



Mat 13 (calendar day, June 5), 1935 — Ordered to be printed 



Mr Hale, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, submitted the 

following 




RBPOET 

[To accompany H R 5564] 

The Committee on Naval Affairs of the Senate, to whom was 
referred the bill (H R 5564) for the relief of Capt Russell Willson, 
United States Navy, having considered the sap e, report it to the 
Senate without amendment with the recommendation that the bill 
do pass 

The purpose of this bill is to give Captain Willson $15,000 in full 
settlement for a certain invention of his used m connection with the 
secret communication facilities of the Navy 
This bill, if enacted, would involve an additional cost to the Govern- 
ment of $15,000, but the bill is recommended by the Navy Depart- 
ment and the committee feels that this is a just claim in view of the 
great value his invention has been to the Navy 
The House report, which explains this bill m detail, is hereby made 
a part of this report 



|H Kept No 284, 74th Cong lit Mas ] 

The Committee on Naval Affairs, to whom was referred the bill (H R 5564) 
for the relief of Capt Russell Willson, United States Navy, having considered the 
same, report it to the House w ith the recommendation that it do pass 

The purpose of the proposed legislation is to give Capt Russell Willson, United 
States Navy, $15,000 in full settlement for a certain invention of his used m con- 
nection with the secret communication facilities of the Navy 

The value to the Navy and to the Government of this invention cannot be 
measured in dollars and cents Its value to fhe Gov eminent may be judged by 
the fact that it was used during the World War in all dispatches between the Navy 
Department and naval headquarters in London, including those concerning move- 
ments of transports, where its secrecy protected thousands of lives and millions 
of dollars worth of property 

Being aware of compaiative ease with which confidential and secret messages 
were intercepted and decoded by unauthorized persons, Captain Willson con- 
ceived and perfected this invention while on a tour of sea duty m 1916 For 
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2 CAPT KUSSFLL. WIILSON, l X1TI I) STVlls \U\ 

Captain Willson to have patented this invention would lmc destroyed its useful- 
ness in that it would then have been open to public inspection, instead, lie gave 
it to the Nan 

The efficients of the device mas be more fulls appreciated from a statement 
made before the committee during the hearings on this bill sslnch is quoted as 
follow s 

“Tossard the end of the World War a dispatch from a diplomitic agent m 
Copenhagen reported that copies of all cables were re idling Berlin and all ssere 
being deciphered except those in Nas s cipher 

This bill prosides for long-del is ed compensation for a desice sslnch during the 
World War was the basis of the Nas \ s ssstun of secret communications 

The Nass Department fasors this proposed legislation as is indicated bj the 
letter of the Secretary of the Nas s to the Speaker of the House of Representatives 
which is herebs made a part of this report 



Navi Department, 

II aihtngton, February 4, 1935 

The Speaker of the House of Reiresentatises, 

II ashinglon, D C 

Mr Dear Mr Speaker There is transmitted herewith a draft of a proposed 
bill for the relief of Capt Russell Wilson, United (states Nas s The proposed 
legislation provides that the Seen. tars of the Trcasurs is authorized and directed 
to pas Capt Russell Willson, United (states Nass, out of ans mones in the 
Treasiirj not otherwise appropi listed, the sum of S15,000 in full settlement for a 
certain i'nseiition of his used in connection w ith the secret communication facilities 
of the Navj 

Captain Willson svhile serving at sea in 1016 conceived and designed this in- 
vention relating to the secrecv of nas al communications, and dcs eloped it in 1917 
without suggestions, ideas or help from ans other person at ans tune He sub- 
mitted the invention to the Nas s Department, which accepted it m 1917 The 
invention has been used bs the Nass i ontinuousls since that time For reasons 
of public policy, it has never been patented Captain Willson has not in ans wav, 
directlv or liidirectls, received ans compensation for his work in producing this 
invention, nor for its use bs the Navj during and since the war 

The sum of $15 000, which tin. Nass Department believes should be appro- 
priated, is modest m co mp arison with the value of the invention to the Govern- 
ment during the World War and during the 16 sears thereafter that it has been 
m continuous use 

The Navy Department recommends that the proposed legislation be enacted 
Sincerely yours, 

Claude \ Swanson 
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[Private — No 79 — 74th Congress] 

[H R 5364] 

AN ACT 

For the relief of Captain Rurm.11 \tiIlion Lnitcd States Navy 

lie it masted by the Senate and Hotter of Re pre*»ntatu t * of the 
United States of America in Cong tew a*«embh J, That the Secre- 
tary of the Treaitiiy be, and lie is he < by, authoii/ed and directed 
to pay to Captain lit ssell Willson, United States Nu\ y out of any 
mone\ m the Ti< i« liy not otherwise appiopriited the sum of 
$1 1 000 in full s< ttlen «»nt for his invention w hich has been accepted 
bv the Na\t Department for use m connect on with naval com- 
munication f m ilities 
Approved, Juno 13, 1935 




